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He later modified it considerably and proceeded to new and
more inclusive conceptions. But he never gave it up completely.
It was a circuitous way of establishing the identity of the in-
dividual, subject to a law of nature, but, nevertheless, independ-
ent and self-sufficient. This much the concept of predestination
did for Paracelsus. It could not guarantee him the freedom of
the individual and, therefore, he had to seek further before he
reached a new philosophical guidepost. We shall see him return
to the question under different circumstances and beset by con-
siderably more qualms than he had anticipated.